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(3) A discontinuity in the rail that 
precludes passage of trains or engines 
into the working limits; 

(4) Working limits on controlled 
track that connects directly with the 
inaccessible track, established by the 
roadway worker in charge of the work-
ing limits on the inaccessible track; or 

(5) A remotely controlled switch 
aligned to prevent access to the work-
ing limits and secured by the control 
operator of such remotely controlled 
switch by application of a locking or 
blocking device to the control of that 
switch, when: 

(i) The control operator has secured 
the remotely controlled switch by ap-
plying a locking or blocking device to 
the control of the switch, and 

(ii) The control operator has notified 
the roadway worker who has estab-
lished the working limits that the re-
quested protection has been provided, 
and 

(iii) The control operator is not per-
mitted to remove the locking or block-
ing device from the control of the 
switch until receiving permission to do 
so from the roadway worker who estab-
lished the working limits. 

(b) Trains and roadway maintenance 
machines within working limits estab-
lished by means of inaccessible track 
shall move only under the direction of 
the roadway worker in charge of the 
working limits, and shall move at re-
stricted speed. 

(c) No operable locomotives or other 
items of on-track equipment, except 
those present or moving under the di-
rection of the roadway worker in 
charge of the working limits, shall be 
located within working limits estab-
lished by means of inaccessible track.

§ 214.329 Train approach warning pro-
vided by watchmen/lookouts. 

Roadway workers in a roadway work 
group who foul any track outside of 
working limits shall be given warning 
of approaching trains by one or more 
watchmen/lookouts in accordance with 
the following provisions: 

(a) Train approach warning shall be 
given in sufficient time to enable each 
roadway worker to move to and occupy 
a previously arranged place of safety 
not less than 15 seconds before a train 
moving at the maximum speed author-

ized on that track can pass the loca-
tion of the roadway worker. 

(b) Watchmen/lookouts assigned to 
provide train approach warning shall 
devote full attention to detecting the 
approach of trains and communicating 
a warning thereof, and shall not be as-
signed any other duties while func-
tioning as watchmen/lookouts. 

(c) The means used by a watchman/
lookout to communicate a train ap-
proach warning shall be distinctive and 
shall clearly signify to all recipients of 
the warning that a train or other on-
track equipment is approaching. 

(d) Every roadway worker who de-
pends upon train approach warning for 
on-track safety shall maintain a posi-
tion that will enable him or her to re-
ceive a train approach warning commu-
nicated by a watchman/lookout at any 
time while on-track safety is provided 
by train approach warning. 

(e) Watchmen/lookouts shall commu-
nicate train approach warnings by a 
means that does not require a warned 
employee to be looking in any par-
ticular direction at the time of the 
warning, and that can be detected by 
the warned employee regardless of 
noise or distraction of work. 

(f) Every roadway worker who is as-
signed the duties of a watchman/look-
out shall first be trained, qualified and 
designated in writing by the employer 
to do so in accordance with the provi-
sions of § 214.349. 

(g) Every watchman/lookout shall be 
provided by the employer with the 
equipment necessary for compliance 
with the on-track safety duties which 
the watchman/lookout will perform.

§ 214.331 Definite train location. 
A roadway worker may establish on-

track safety by using definite train lo-
cation only where permitted by and in 
accordance with the following provi-
sions: 

(a) A Class I railroad or a commuter 
railroad may only use definite train lo-
cation to establish on-track safety at 
points where such procedures were in 
use on January 15, 1997. 

(b) Each Class I or commuter railroad 
shall include in its on-track safety pro-
gram for approval by FRA in accord-
ance with § 214.307 of this part a sched-
ule for phase-out of the use of definite 
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train location to establish on-track 
safety. 

(c) A railroad other than a Class I or 
commuter railroad may use definite 
train location to establish on-track 
safety on subdivisions only where: 

(1) Such procedures were in use on 
January 15, 1997, or 

(2) The number of trains operated on 
the subdivision does not exceed: 

(i) Three during any nine-hour period 
in which roadway workers are on duty, 
and 

(ii) Four during any twelve-hour pe-
riod in which roadway workers are on 
duty. 

(d) Definite train location shall only 
be used to establish on-track safety ac-
cording to the following provisions: 

(1) Definite train location informa-
tion shall be issued only by the one 
train dispatcher who is designated to 
authorize train movements over the 
track for which the information is pro-
vided. 

(2) A definite train location list shall 
indicate all trains to be operated on 
the track for which the list is provided, 
during the time for which the list is ef-
fective. 

(3) Trains not shown on the definite 
train location list shall not be operated 
on the track for which the list is pro-
vided, during the time for which the 
list is effective, until each roadway 
worker to whom the list has been 
issued has been notified of the train 
movement, has acknowledged the noti-
fication to the train dispatcher, and 
has canceled the list. A list thus can-
celed shall then be invalid for on-track 
safety. 

(4) Definite train location shall not 
be used to establish on-track safety 
within the limits of a manual inter-
locking, or on track over which train 
movements are governed by a Traffic 
Control System or by a Manual Block 
System. 

(5) Roadway workers using definite 
train location for on-track safety shall 
not foul a track within ten minutes be-
fore the earliest time that a train is 
due to depart the last station at which 
time is shown in approach to the road-
way worker’s location nor until that 
train has passed the location of the 
roadway worker. 

(6) A railroad shall not permit a train 
to depart a location designated in a 
definite train location list before the 
time shown therein. 

(7) Each roadway worker who uses 
definite train location to establish on-
track safety must be qualified on the 
relevant physical characteristics of the 
territory for which the train location 
information is provided.

§ 214.333 Informational line-ups of 
trains. 

(a) A railroad is permitted to include 
informational line-ups of trains in its 
on-track safety program for use only 
on subdivisions of that railroad upon 
which such procedure was in effect on 
March 14, 1996. 

(b) Each procedure for the use of in-
formational line-ups of trains found in 
an on-track safety program shall in-
clude all provisions necessary to pro-
tect roadway workers using the proce-
dure against being struck by trains or 
other on-track equipment. 

(c) Each on-track safety program 
that provides for the use of informa-
tional line-ups shall include a schedule 
for discontinuance of the procedure by 
a definite date.

§ 214.335 On-track safety procedures 
for roadway work groups. 

(a) No employer subject to the provi-
sions of this part shall require or per-
mit a roadway worker who is a member 
of a roadway work group to foul a 
track unless on-track safety is pro-
vided by either working limits, train 
approach warning, or definite train lo-
cation in accordance with the applica-
ble provisions of §§ 214.319, 214.321, 
213.323, 214.325, 214.327, 214.329 and 
214.331 of this part. 

(b) No roadway worker who is a mem-
ber of a roadway work group shall foul 
a track without having been informed 
by the roadway worker responsible for 
the on-track safety of the roadway 
work group that on-track safety is pro-
vided. 

(c) Roadway work groups engaged in 
large-scale maintenance or construc-
tion shall be provided with train ap-
proach warning in accordance with 
§ 214.327 for movements on adjacent 
tracks that are not included within 
working limits.
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